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PRACTICAL SYMPOSIUM: Personal Safety
Contamination with Cytotoxics: Is Cleaning the Solution? – Ewelina Korczowska, Poland
Contamination Control in the Isolator – Ludek Blaha, Czech Republic 
- From 9:30 – 10:30  – Glass Hall

O 
ccupational exposure to hazardous 

medicines remains one of the most im-
portant safety challenges in oncology 
pharmacy. While significant progress 
has been made in the development of 
protective technologies and prepara-
tion standards, contamination risks 
continue to require constant attention.
 
This symposium examines the question 
of whether cleaning alone can elimina-
te contamination risks associated with 
cytotoxic medicines. Evidence suggests 
that contamination may persist despite 
routine cleaning procedures, highlight-
ing the importance of prevention, mo-
nitoring and staff education.
 
Large-scale monitoring programmes 
have demonstrated that environmen-
tal contamination can occur at multip-
le points within the medication-use  
 

 
process. Consequently, comprehen-
sive safety strategies must combine  
engineering controls, validated  
cleaning methods, personal protective 
equipment and regular contamination 
assessments.
 
Particular attention is given to conta-
mination control within isolators and 
controlled preparation environments.  
These settings are designed to minimi-
se exposure, yet continuous monitoring 
remains essential to ensure that pro-
tective measures function effectively.
 
The session reinforces a fundamental 
principle of oncology pharmacy: pro-
tecting patients begins with protec-
ting healthcare professionals. A strong  
safety culture benefits everyone invol-
ved in cancer care and remains one of 
the profession’s highest priorities.

Quick facts56 hospitals –  9 cytotoxic compounds – 3600 urine samples – International monitoring programme

MY DAY WITH ONCOLOGY PHARMACY – GLOBAL AND SELECTED COUNTRY RESULTS
- From 16:00 – 17:00  – Glass Hall –  Chair: Constanza Cortes, Chile & Caoimhe O‘Leary, Ireland

H 
ow does a typical working day 

look for an oncology pharmacist?  
While healthcare systems, resources 
and professional responsibilities vary 
across countries, oncology pharma-
cists worldwide share a common com-
mitment to delivering safe, effective 
and patient-centred cancer care.
 
To better understand current practice 
and identify similarities and diffe-
rences across regions, ESOP Global  
launched the international “My Day 
with Oncology Pharmacy” survey in 
December 2025. The survey was open 
to pharmacists, pharmacy technicians 
and other healthcare professionals 
whose daily work includes oncology 
pharmacy activities.

 
Available in 24 languages, the survey 
generated an exceptional response, 
with 1,210 participants from 76 count-
ries contributing valuable insights  
into their daily professional activities. 
The initiative provides one of the most 
comprehensive international over-
views of oncology pharmacy practice 
ever conducted within the ESOP  
community.
 
Participating countries were invited 
to present their national results in 
poster format. More than 50 count-
ry posters are now displayed in the 
Hall of Nations, offering congress 
participants a unique opportunity to  
explore oncology pharmacy practice 
from around the world and compare  

 
experiences across different health-
care systems.
 
The Hall of Nations will be officially 
opened on Thursday, 11 June, at 15:30. 
A presentation of the global survey  
results, together with selected natio-
nal findings, will take place on Friday, 
12 June, at 16:00.
 
We encourage all congress partici-
pants to visit the Hall of Nations and 
discover how oncology pharmacists 
across the globe contribute to impro-
ving cancer care, patient safety and 
treatment outcomes every day.

Ewelina Korczowska

Ludek Blaha

Practical Symposium - Young Cancer Professionals Session
• What do today’s Students expect of their professional Future? – Nina Wissing, Germany
• Next Generation Pharmacists: The Student‘s Perspective – Lea Eisl-Raudaschl, Austria
• Next Generation Pharmacists: The young Oncology Researcher‘s Perspective – Linda Meritus, France
• Next Generation Pharmacists: The young Oncology Pharmacist‘s Perspective – Verena Lucas, Germany
• Round Table Discussion
- From 14:00 - 15:30 – Union Hall 

T 
he Young Cancer Professionals Session will highlight the  

importance of empowering the next generation of oncology phar-
macists. As healthcare systems continue to evolve, young profes-
sionals will bring fresh perspectives, innovative ideas, and a strong 
willingness to engage in interdisciplinary and international colla- 
boration. The session will provide a valuable opportunity for stu-
dents, researchers, and early-career colleagues to share their expec-
tations, challenges, and aspirations for the future of the profession. 
 
Particular attention will be given to topics such as advanced edu-
cation, research opportunities, digital transformation, profes-
sional development, and the expanding clinical role of onco-
logy pharmacists. Four young colleagues will contribute to the 
discussion on “Next Generation Pharmacists: The Student’s Pers- 
pective,” offering inspiring insights into their vision of future prac-
tice. Among them will be Lea Eisl-Raudaschl from Austria, who 
also serves as an ESOP delegate, demonstrating how young pro-
fessionals are already actively helping to shape the future of 
oncology pharmacy at both national and international levels. 

1,210 respondents • 76 countries • 24 languages • More than 50 national posters

Constanza Cortes

Caoimhe O‘Leary
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KEYNOTE SESSIONS - AI JOINS THE ONCOLOGY PHARMACY TEAM
Pharmacists meet your new Teammate: AI in Cancer Care
- From 9:30 - 10:00 – Union Hall – Robert Terkola, Austria 

AI – Friend or Foe?
- From 11:00 - 11:45 – Union Hall – Martin Pscheidl, Austria

A 
rtificial intelligence is no longer a futuristic concept. Across healthcare systems,  

AI-powered tools are beginning to support clinical decision-making, workflow  
management and data analysis. For oncology pharmacists, this development  
presents both exciting opportunities and important responsibilities.
 
During the keynote session, participants explore how AI can contribute to medica-
tion review, treatment optimisation and identification of potential safety concerns. 
Advanced algorithms can process large volumes of information in seconds, helping 
healthcare professionals recognise patterns that may otherwise remain unnoticed.
 
However, the message is clear: AI will not replace pharmacists. Human expertise  
remains essential for interpreting clinical information, communicating with patients 
and making ethical decisions. Instead, AI is emerging as a powerful partner that  
enhances professional capabilities.

KEYNOTE SESSION - Comprehensive Cancer Centers in View of  
Oncology Pharmacists
- From 8:30 - 9:00 – Union Hall – Tit Albreht, Slovenia

C 
omprehensive Cancer Centres continue to 

redefine multidisciplinary cancer care. Phar-
macists increasingly contribute to treatment 
planning, supportive care and medication 
safety strategies. Their integration into cli-
nical teams helps improve continuity of care 
while ensuring optimal use of increasingly 
complex therapies.

Poster Viewing & Industrial Exhibition: 	 8:30 - 16:00 Quick info

KEYNOTE SESSION - Where are we with Prostate Cancer Screening in Europe?
- From 9:00 - 9:30 – Union Hall – Hendrik van Poppel, Belgium

P 
rostate cancer remains one of the 

most significant health challenges af-
fecting men across Europe. Advances 
in screening and risk assessment are 
helping healthcare systems move to-
wards earlier diagnosis and more indi-
vidualised approaches. The discussi-
on highlights both achievements and 
ongoing challenges in implementing 
effective screening strategies.

M 
odern oncology pharmacy  

extends far beyond medication pre-
paration and dispensing. Increasing-
ly, pharmacists are becoming active 
partners in patient-centred care, hel-
ping individuals navigate complex 
treatment journeys while improving 
adherence, safety and quality of life.
 
The Patients Session focuses on how 
oncology pharmacists can streng-
then their contribution to patient 
care through communication, ambu-
latory services and multidisciplinary 
collaboration. As cancer treatment 
continues to shift towards outpatient 
settings, pharmacists play an increa 

 
singly visible role in monitoring  
therapy, managing adverse events 
and supporting informed decision-
making.
 
Patient-centred ambulatory services 
represent one of the most signifi-
cant developments in contemporary  
oncology pharmacy. By providing  
direct access to pharmaceutical 
expertise, these services improve 
continuity of care and create oppor-
tunities for early intervention when 
treatment-related problems arise.
 
Additional presentations highlight 
the importance of understanding  

 
the patient perspective. Whether 
discussing women and cancer,  
personal experiences with treatment 
or the integration of patient advocacy 
organisations into healthcare plan-
ning, speakers emphasise a common 
theme: listening to patients leads to 
better care.
 
Ultimately, excellent oncology  
pharmacy practice is measured not 
only by clinical outcomes but also 
by the ability to understand indivi-
dual patient needs, preferences and  
experiences.

PATIENTS SESSION - PATIENTS AT THE CENTRE OF EVERY DECISION 
• Integrating Patient Perspectives in Oncology Pharmacy Practice – Erik Briers, Belgium
• A Pharmacist as a Patient’s View – Sabine Obrecht-Pock, Austria
• Advancing Pharmacy Practice through Patient-Centered Ambulatory Services: Insights from the U.S. – Jordan Wulz, USA
- From 11:30 - 12:30 – Glass Hall 

PATIENTS SESSION  
Women & Cancer 
- From 11:00 – 11:30  – Glass Hall – Dominika Kormanova, Slovakia

D 
ominika Kormanova is 

a breast cancer survivor,  
patient advocate, and Former 
President of Europa Donna Slo-
vakia. In collaboration with the 
European Cancer Organisation 
and other European partners, 
Dominika has contributed to 
initiatives highlighting the 
challenges and inequalities 
affecting women‘s health 
across Europe, bringing patient 
perspectives and real-world 
evidence into policy dis-
cussions. Today, her work  
focuses on strengthening 
Comprehensive Cancer Centres  
(CCCs), improving access  

 
to innovative medicines 
through sustainable medicines  
policy, and empowering  
patients through education and 
active involvement in health-
care decision-making at both  
national and European levels.

Quick infoDISCUSSION PANEL 

Advancing Oncology Pharmacy Practice  
through AI driven Clinical Decision Support:  

11:45 – 12:45 – Union Hall
             

Every treatment decision 

should begin by  
understanding  

the patient‘s experience.

Erik Briers Sabine Obrecht-Pock Jordan Wulz

T 
he European Society of Oncology Phar-

macy (ESOP Global) proudly presents 
two distinguished awards during ECOP 7  
in Ljubljana, recognising outstanding  
commitment to oncology pharmacy and 
the values that unite our profession.

 
The Klaus-Meier-Award, for Roman Gonec, 
honours individuals whose vision, dedica-
tion, and tireless efforts have strengthe-
ned professional collaboration, advanced 
oncology pharmacy practice, and foste-
red the international ESOP community.  
It recognises exceptional leadership,  
academic contribution, and sustained 
support for the development of patient-
centred pharmaceutical care.

 
The Per-Hartvig-Honoré-Award, for Jelena 
Rosentreter, established in memory of 
one of the pioneers of European oncology 
pharmacy, is bestowed upon colleagues 
whose work reflects the spirit of scienti-
fic excellence, professional integrity, and 
commitment to education and research. 
The award celebrates those who inspire  
future generations while advancing  
innovation and quality in cancer care.
 
Together, these awards presented by  
Professor Alain Astier represent ESOP’s 
gratitude to colleagues whose achieve-
ments have left a lasting impact on our 
profession and whose example continues 
to encourage cooperation, excellence, and 
service to patients across the world.


