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MONIQUE ACKERMANN AWARD

F 
or more than a decade, ESOP has promoted the Yellow Hand 

initiative as a symbol of safe handling of cytotoxic medici-
nes during transport and delivery. Through the international 
‚Show Us Your Yellow Hand‘ campaign, oncology pharmacy 
professionals were invited to demonstrate how the symbol 
is implemented in daily practice. The campaign highlighted a 
shared commitment to occupational safety and safe handling 
standards across Europe and beyond.
 
The Monique Ackermann Award recognises outstanding parti-
cipation and dedication to promoting safety culture in oncolo-
gy pharmacy. The award ceremony at ECOP 7 celebrates both 
individual contributions and the collective efforts of profes-
sionals working to improve safety standards.

CLINICAL SYMPOSIUM - From 8:30 – 10:00  – Union Hall – 
• Drug Repurposing in Oncology: Current State – Alain Astier, France
• Hot Research Topics – Tumor Microenvironment Modulation: New Therapeutic Targets – Theresa Smith, South Africa
• mRNA Cancer Vaccines: Have they already arrived at the Bedside? LatestClinical Breakthroughs and 2026 Outlook 
– Alain Astier, France

 
Drug Repurposing in Oncology: Current State

D 
rug repurposing is becoming one of the most promising 

strategies in modern oncology. Instead of developing entirely 
new compounds, researchers evaluate existing medicines with 
known safety profiles for potential anticancer applications. This 
approach can shorten development timelines, reduce costs and 
accelerate patient access to innovative treatments. Advances in 
molecular biology and cancer genomics have improved the un-
derstanding of disease pathways and revealed opportunities to 
reposition medicines originally developed for non-oncological 
indications. For oncology pharmacists, drug repurposing crea-
tes new challenges related to evidence evaluation, treatment 
implementation and patient counselling.

 
mRNA Cancer Vaccines

T 
he success of mRNA technologies has stimulated major in-

terest in oncology. Researchers are now investigating personal-
ised cancer vaccines capable of directing immune responses 
against tumour-specific antigens. 
 
Early clinical data indicate potential benefits when combined 
with immunotherapies and checkpoint inhibitors. Oncology 
pharmacists will play an important role in supporting imple-
mentation, logistics, education and safety monitoring as these 
innovative treatments move closer to routine clinical practice.

 
Hot Research Topics – Tumor Microenvironment Modulation

T 
he tumor microenvironment (TME) plays a critical role in can-

cer progression, metastasis, and resistance to therapy. Compri-
sing immune cells, stromal components, vasculature, and sig-
naling molecules, the TME actively promotes immune evasion 
and limits treatment efficacy. Targeting the TME has emerged as 
a promising strategy to enhance anticancer responses, particu-
larly through immunotherapeutic approaches.
 
TME modulation represents a paradigm shift in oncology,  
offering new therapeutic targets and opportunities for per-
sonalized treatment. The expanding pipeline of immu-
notherapies underscores a shift toward combination and 
multi-target strategies. Oncology pharmacists play a pi-
votal role in optimizing these therapies, managing toxi-
cities, and integrating biomarker-driven approaches into 
clinical practice.

Alain Astier Teresa Smit

Poster Viewing & Industrial Exhibition: 	 8:30 - 12:00 

Conference Hightlights & Awards:	 13:00 - 13:30

Quick info

 
The campaign was actively promoted through ESOP social  
media channels and generated strong engagement from  
members. Submitted photographs demonstrated  
practical examples of safety awareness and professional 
responsibility.

    ECOP 7 – Congress highlights – 11 – 13 June 2026 in Ljubljana– Thanks for being here!

C e r t i f i c a t e

Sherif Kamaleldin Hosny  
Vize President of the  
Certification Commission

Christian Beck 
Chair of the  
Certification Commission

is working on the basis of the Quality Standards for 
Oncological Pharmacy Services (QuapoS 6) and  
fully meets the quality criteria defined in the  
"Professional Requirements for Pharmacies for  
Certification according to QuapoS" established by  
ESOP Global.

Initial certification:

Validity period:

Registration number:

The certification authority of the European Society of  
Oncology Pharmacy (ESOP Global) hereby certifies that the 

represented by:

XEMOTEKA (Ukraine)

Volodymyr Shevchuk

01.06.2026
31.05.2029 
QuapoS-Z003 

on going Process

 

T 
he ESOP Accreditation in QuapoS Excellence recogni-

ses oncology pharmacies that have successfully demon-
strated full compliance with the ESOP Quality Standards 
for Oncology Pharmacy Services (QuapoS®️). In 2026, 
this distinction is awarded to Xemoteka, Ukraine, ack-
nowledging its commitment to patient safety, quality 
assurance, and professional excellence. The award is a 
powerful symbol that the highest standards of oncology 
pharmacy can be achieved and maintained even under 
the most challenging circumstances.

See you 2028 – ECOP 8!
See you 2028 – ECOP 8!
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ORAL COMMUNICATIONS Session Part II: Selected best Abstract
- From 8:30 - 9:30 – Glass Hall  
– Fabrizio Festinese, Italy + Robert Terkola, Austria + Christophe Bardin, France

 
Why You Should Not Miss the “Oral Communications” Session on Saturday at ECOP 7 

T 
he Oral Communications session is a key highlight of ECOP, showcasing a selection of the 

most innovative and impactful abstracts submitted to the congress. Carefully reviewed and se-
lected by the scientific committee, these presentations reflect the diversity, quality, and dyna-
mism of contemporary oncology pharmacy practice. 
This session offers participants a unique opportunity to discover original research, real world 
experiences, and forward looking initiatives in oncology pharmacy. Beyond sharing data, the 
Oral Communications session fosters scientific exchange and discussion. 
It is also a demanding but highly educational experience for young presenters, requiring them to 
distill their research into a concise and impactful 6 minute presentation. 
Two sessions are organized, one held on Thursday and the second scheduled for Satur-
day, featuring a total of nine communications from seven countries. Among the selected re-
search topics highlighted were:  impact of robotic systems in Centralized Preparation Units; 
assessment of occupational exposure risks to cytotoxic drugs; management of oncology 
patients requiring gastric tube placement (Thursday). Drug stability studies; pharmacoge-
netics and therapeutic drug monitoring in breast cancer; quality assurance in oncology cli-
nical trials; risk factors for hand–foot syndrome; and the prognostic role of the platelet to 
lymphocyte ratio in non small cell lung cancer communications are scheduled for Saturday 
Join us for the Oral Communications session at ECOP 7 and engage in scientific exchange around 
high quality research in oncology pharmacy.

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION - Is there a Lack of Innovation in Oncology Pharmacy?
- From 10:00 - 11:00 – Union Hall  
– Klaus Meier, Germany + Alain Astier, France + Kristjan Kongi, Estonia  
+ Mirjam Crul, The Netherlands + Garbine Lizeaga Cundin, Spain

 
Why Certification Matters for the Future of Oncology Pharmacy

C 
ertification programmes help establish common standards, promote professional  

recognition and support workforce development. As cancer therapies become increa- 
singly complex, specialised competencies are essential. Certification frameworks  
ensure that oncology pharmacists maintain up-to-date knowledge in medication safety,  
hazardous drug management, supportive care and multidisciplinary collaboration.

 
Turning Ideas into Action:  
Advancing Pharmaceutical Care for  
Patients Receiving Oral Cancer Therapy

H 
ow can pharmacists successfully 

implement standardized pharmaceu-
tical care for patients receiving oral 
anticancer therapies? This question 
brought together colleagues from diffe-
rent countries and healthcare systems 
during Friday’s session “From Prescrip-
tion to Outcome: Making Oral Cancer 
Therapy Work.”
 
The session highlighted that, although 
healthcare systems differ considerably 
around the world, many of the challen-
ges are remarkably similar. How do we 
ensure consistent patient counselling?  
 

 
How can we improve adherence and 
medication safety? Which services can 
realistically be implemented in daily 
practice? Most importantly, how can 
we move from good ideas to sustaina-
ble, structured care?
 
Through practical examples, shared 
experiences, and interactive exchange, 
participants explored approaches that 
have already been successfully imple-
mented in different countries and ref-
lected on how these concepts could be 
adapted to their own national settings. 
The session was not about finding a 
single solution for everyone—it was 
about learning from one another and 
discovering that progress often starts 
with exchanging experiences, adap-
ting proven concepts, and building 
strong professional networks.

 
The session was developed from the 
ongoing work of the ESOP Working 
Group “Oral Cancer Drugs,” whose 
members met earlier that morning du-
ring the ECOP Congress. For several 
years, the group has been working to 
advance safe, structured, and patient-
centred pharmaceutical care for pa-
tients receiving oral cancer therapies.
 
The accompanying photographs cap-
ture both the Working Group meeting 
and the session itself, reflecting the 
international collaboration behind the-
se efforts and a shared commitment to 
ensuring that oral cancer therapies are 
supported by high-quality pharmaceu-
tical care, wherever patients receive 
their treatment.

PEDIATRICS WORKING GROUP – The Role of the Pharmacist in Pediatric Oncology 
- 12.06.2026 – Nehal Chahinez, Algeria

P 
ediatric oncology requires highly 

specialised pharmaceutical expertise. 
Based on an international ESOP sur-
vey involving 132 professionals from 45 
countries, the presentation highlights 
the substantial contribution of pharma-
cists to chemotherapy preparation, pre-
scription validation, medication safety 
and educational activities. The survey 
demonstrates strong engagement of 
pharmacists in medication-related ser-
vices while also identifying challenges 
including workforce shortages, limited 
training opportunities and insufficient  

 
integration into multidisciplinary deci-
sion-making.  
Many respondents reported a lack of 
dedicated educational programmes in 
pediatric oncology pharmacy. Resource 
limitations often restrict the amount of 
time pharmacists can devote to specia-
lised pediatric services. Despite these 
challenges, pharmacists continue to 
play a critical role in ensuring treatment 
quality and patient safety. Strengthening 
education, expanding workforce capaci-
ty and increasing clinical involvement re-
main important priorities for the future.

1) Klaus Meier
2) Alain Astier
3) Kristjan Kongi
4) Mirjam Crul
5) Garbine Lizeaga Cundin
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LECTURE - From Prescription to Outcome: Making oral Cancer Therapy work
- 12.06.2026 – Jelena Rosentreter, Germany


