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Dear colleagues, distinguished guests, and friends,

T      he world of oncology pharma-
cy is facing profound changes. As 
the latest WHO projections clearly 
demonstrate, global cancer cases 
are expected to rise significantly in 
the coming decades. More patients 
with cancer will require treatment, 
care, and professional guidance.  
At the same time, advances in the-
rapies are creating a growing num-
ber of survivors who will increasing-
ly seek support for late effects, side  
 

 
effects, drug interactions, adher-
ence, and quality-of-life concerns. 
 
These developments place onco-
logy pharmacists in a key position 
worldwide and underline the gro-
wing importance of our profession 
in all healthcare settings, including 
hospitals, clinics, and community 
pharmacies.
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Editorial

O 
ver the coming days, this newspa-

per will accompany the European Con-
gress of Oncology Pharmacy, bringing 
together key highlights, session pre-
views, speaker insights and important 
developments from across the congress 
programme.
 
ECOP 7 reflects the continuous evo-
lution of oncology pharmacy and the 
growing contribution of pharmacists to 
patient-centred cancer care, innovation, 
safety and multidisciplinary collabora-
tion. Through this Daily News, we aim to 
capture the most relevant discussions, 
emerging trends and inspiring moments 
from Ljubljana.
 
We hope these pages will help you na-
vigate the congress, discover new ideas 
and connect with colleagues from across 
Europe and beyond.
 
We wish you an inspiring and successful 
ECOP 7.
 
Yours. 
Victoria Zapotochna 
on behalf of the ECOP Daily News Team

T 
he ESOP Global General Assembly brought together representatives from  

56 countries across all continents. During the more than four-hour meeting,  
delegates not only elected the new ESOP Board, but also received presen- 
tations from the Working Groups highlighting their recent achievements  
and ongoing projects. Particular appreciation was expressed for the relaunch 
and new structure of the society’s publication, now continuing under the title 
Journal of Oncology Pharmacy (JOP).

Klaus Meier, President of ESOP

ECOP Welcome Evening
Date: Thursday, 11 June 2026
Time: 18:00
Where: The Get-together will 
be held in Garden Hall.   
No registration needed.

                            Ljubljana – Green, Compact, and Full of Life

L 
jubljana, the capital of Slovenia, is a dynamic Central European city with around 

300,000 inhabitants and a predominantly continental climate. Recognized for its 
green character, compact size, and walkability, Ljubljana invites visitors to explore it 
easily and sustainably.
 
The city’s charm lies in its unique blend of history, style, arts, and culture. Much of 
this harmony is owed to the world-renowned architect Jože Plečnik, whose visionary 
urban design turned Ljubljana into one of the 20th century’s most remarkable total 
works of art and a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

WORKSHOP Regulatory & Quality – QUAPOS:  
- From 16:00 – 17:00  – Glass Hall –  Kristjan Kongi, Estonia 

Q 
UAPOS (Quality Standard for the Oncology Pharmacy Service) 

is an internationally recognized set of quality and safety standards 
developed by the European Society of Oncology Pharmacy (ESOP) 
to guide best practice in oncology pharmacy services. QUAPOS de-
fines minimum quality requirements for the safe handling, prepara-
tion of anticancer medicines and pharmaceutical care. The session 
highlights how to integrate quality standards into daily workflow, 
support patient safety, and ensure consistent and high‑quality pro-
fessional decision‑making.

Quick infoCORNER PRESENTATION 

Poster Opening Session  
– My Day with Oncology Pharmacy:  

15:30 – 15:45 – Union Hall/Hall of Nations              

WORKSHOP The GDP Illusion: What Every Oncology Pharmacist Should Stop Believing 
- From 17:00 – 18:00  – Glass Hall –  Tobias Kolar, Austria

E 
conomic indicators influence healthcare policy and resource allocation, yet they are often misunderstood. This workshop 

examines different GDP concepts and explains why economic comparisons can sometimes be misleading. Through practical 
examples, participants learn how to critically assess economic arguments related to healthcare spending, sustainability and 
policy decisions.

D 
uring yesterday’s ESOP-General Assembly, the 

previously announced nominees for the ESOP 
Board introduced themselves to the delegates and 
participants. Alongside the official job descrip- 
tions, each candidate presented personal reflec- 
tions, motivations, and objectives for contributing  
to the future development of ESOP and its international 
activities.  
All candidates standing for election were confir-
med with very strong support, receiving approval  
ratings between 89 % and 95 %. The accompanying  
photograph shows the newly elected Board  
members; only Zsuzsanna and Sherif were unable to  
attend the photo session.



O 
ncology remains one of the fastest-evolving areas of healthcare. The growing complexity of 

targeted therapies, immunotherapies, CAR‑T treatments and investigational medicines requires 
highly trained pharmacy professionals. The EUSOP programme provides structured internatio-
nal specialization opportunities and continues to strengthen oncology pharmacy competencies 
through webinars, workshops, simulation-based learning and international collaboration.

... continued from page 1 

A 
gainst this background, the 

ECOP 7 Congress in Ljubljana co-
mes at an especially important mo-
ment. It offers us the opportunity to 
exchange knowledge, strengthen 
international collaboration, and 
prepare together for the expanding 
responsibilities ahead.

We are particularly proud to  
welcome representatives from more 
than 50 countries across all five 
continents. The presence of such 
a diverse and international com-
munity demonstrates the global  
importance of oncology phar-
macy and highlights our shared  
commitment to improving cancer 
care worldwide.

At the same time, our congress 
takes place in a world marked by in-
creasing geopolitical tensions and 
armed conflicts. These develop-
ments make communication with 
many of our members across 102 
countries more difficult and often 
less immediate. Rising travel costs 
also create additional barriers for 
colleagues wishing to attend in  
person.

For these reasons, our meeting in 
Ljubljana is far more than a scien-
tific congress. It is a strong sign of 
solidarity, cooperation, and profes-
sional unity. I warmly welcome all 
of you to ECOP 7 and look forward 
to inspiring discussions, new part-
nerships, and a successful and me-
morable congress in Ljubljana.

Yours
Klaus Meier
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INSPIRING PERSPECTIVES FOR OUR COMMUNITY
Olivér Várhelyi - EU Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare
Dr. Isabel Rubio - ECO President

I 
n his message to ECOP participants, EU Com-

missioner for Health and Food Safety Olivér 
Várhelyi acknowledged the daily contribution 
of pharmacists, researchers and healthcare pro-
fessionals in supporting people with cancer. He 
placed their work within the EU’s wider cancer 
agenda, from Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan to 
pharmaceutical reform, the Biotech Act and the 
Critical Medicines Act. His reference to oral can-
cer medicines was especially relevant for ESOP, 
linking EU-level priorities with safety, adherence 
and access — issues that oncology pharmacists 
encounter in practice every day.

E 
CO President Isabel Rubio warmly recogni-

sed ESOP as an essential partner in shaping 
European cancer policy. She emphasised that 
oncology pharmacists are vital as cancer care 
moves beyond hospitals into long-term, home- 
and community-based models. Their expertise 
in adherence, toxicity management, shortages 
and equitable access is no longer optional — it 
is exactly the kind of “daily medicine” European 
cancer care needs.

WORKSHOP Practice makes Perfect -
Clean Working from Preparation to Administration of Oncology Drugs
- From 9:30 - 10:30 – White Hall – Ewelina Korczowska, Poland

F 
or more than a decade, ESOP Glo-

bal has focused on improving occu-
pational safety for healthcare profes-
sionals handling hazardous oncology 
medicines. This workshop highlights 
the development of the Clean Wor-
king programme and its contribu-
tion to safer pharmacy environments 
throughout Europe and beyond.

 
Participants learn how standardized 
training and contamination monito-
ring help institutions evaluate work-
place safety and identify areas re-
quiring improvement. The workshop 
demonstrates how local trainers can 
transfer knowledge and support im-
plementation of best practices in 
their own countries.

Poster Viewing & Industrial Exhibition: 	 10:30 - 16:00 Quick info

CLINICAL SYMPOSIUM - Update on the European Specialization in Oncology Pharmacy (EUSOP)
Program to enhance Pharmacist Competencies  
- From 14:00 - 15:30 – White Hall – Christophe Bardin, France

CLINICAL SYMPOSIUM - Biopharmacy 
- From 16:30 – 18:00  – Union Hall –  
Werner Weitschies, Bernd Meibohm, Habib Bader

M 
odern oncology increasingly depends on understanding 

how medicines behave within the human body. This symposium  
explores the pharmacokinetics of oral anticancer agents, the cha-
racteristics of monoclonal antibodies and antibody-drug conjuga-
tes, and the application of precision dosing strategies in routine  
clinical practice. By connecting pharmacological science with  
bedside decision-making, the speakers demonstrate how indivi-
dualized treatment approaches can improve efficacy and safety.

CLINICAL SYMPOSIUM  
Radio-theranostics: Personalized Radiopharmaceutical Therapies 
- From 16:50 – 17:15  – White Hall – Prof. Alain Astier, France

T 
argeted radiopharmaceutical 

therapies are among the most 
exciting developments in con-
temporary oncology. Theranos-
tics combines diagnosis and 
treatment within a single strate-
gy, allowing clinicians to identify 
tumour targets and subsequent-
ly deliver therapeutic radia-
tion directly to malignant cells.  
 
The increasing use of radio-
nuclides such as Lutetium‑177 
and Actinium‑225 is opening 
new treatment opportunities in  
prostate cancer and neuro- 
endocrine tumours. As adop-
tion grows, oncology phar-
macists play a crucial role  

 
in preparation, quality assu-
rance, radiation safety and mul-
tidisciplinary patient care.

KEYNOTE SESSION - The 2026 Oncological Paradigm  
- From 11:30 - 12:00 – Union Hall 
– Hans-Peter Lipp, Germany 

T 
he history of modern oncology can be described 

as a series of scientific revolutions. Until the late 
1990s, treatment strategies were largely dominated 
by cytotoxic chemotherapy. The emergence of targe-
ted therapies fundamentally changed therapeutic 
possibilities and patient outcomes.
 
The introduction of tyrosine kinase inhibitors and 
monoclonal antibodies opened entirely new treat-
ment pathways and demonstrated the power of pre-
cision medicine. This progress accelerated further 
with the development of immune checkpoint inhibi-
tors, which transformed outcomes in diseases such 
as melanoma and lung cancer.
 
More recently, antibody-drug conjugates (ADCs) and 
bispecific antibodies (BiTEs) have emerged as highly 
promising therapeutic approaches. ADCs combine 
selective targeting with potent anticancer payloads, 
while BiTEs redirect immune cells toward malignant 
targets.
 
Future developments include broader implementati-
on of CAR‑T cell therapies, therapeutic vaccines, on-
colytic viruses and increasingly personalized immu-
notherapeutic strategies. Expanding subcutaneous 
administration may also support more ambulatory 
and home-based treatment models.
 
For oncology pharmacists, these advances create 
both opportunities and responsibilities. Expertise 
in drug preparation, dose optimization, stability as-
sessment, supportive care and interdisciplinary col-
laboration has become increasingly important. The 
oncology paradigm of 2026 is defined not only by 
scientific innovation but also by the growing impor-
tance of highly specialized oncology pharmacists.
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Session Part I: Selected best Abstracts:  

14:45 – 15:30 – Union Hall
             

Olivér Várhelyi

Dr. Isabel Rubio


